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PREFACE.
T

difficult to

is

avoid praifing too

little

or too much.

The

boundlefs pa-

negyricks

which have been lavifhed upon the Chinefe learning, policy, and arts, fhew with what power
novelty attracts regard,' and

how
I

am

naturally efteem (walls into admiration.

far

excellence.

nations that

from

defiring to be

numbered among the exaggerators of Chinefe

them as great, or wife, only in comparifon with the
furround them; and have no intention to place them in
competition
I confider

either with the antients, or with the

moderns of this part of the world: yet they
muft be allowed to claim our notice as a diftin& and very Angular
race of men;
as the

inhabitants

of a region divided by it's fituation from all civilized
countries; who have formed their own manners, and
invented their own arts,
without the afliftance of example.

Every

circumftance relating to fo extraordinary a people muft deferve
attention ; and though we have pretty accurate accounts
of moft other particulars
concerning them, yet our notions of their archite&ure are
very imperfeft:
many of the defcriptions hitherto given of their buildings are unintelligible;
the beft convey but faint ideas; and no defigns
worth notice have yet been
publifhed.

These which
fures taken
curiofity.

I

now

offer to the publick are

done from sketches and mea-

by me at .Canton fome years ago, chiefly to fatisfy my own
It was not my defign to publifh them
nor would they now
;

appear, were

not in compliance with the defire of feveral lovers of the
arts, who thought them worthy the perufal of the
publick, and that they
might be of ufe in putting a flop to the extravagancies that daily
appear
under the name of Chinefe, though moft of them are mere
inventions, the
reft copies from the lame
reprefentations found on porcelain and paperhangings.

Whatever

it

is

really Chinefe has at leaft the merit

of being original : thefe
or never copy or imitate the inventions of other nations.
All our moft authentick relations agree in this point, and obferve
that their
form of government, their language , charaaers, drefs, and almoft every
other
particular belonging to them, have continued without change
for thoufands
of years : but their architecture has this farther advantage that there
is a repeople

feldom

markable

affinity

prifing as there

is

between

and that of the antients, which is the more furnot the leaft probability that the one was borrowed from the
it

other.

IM

I

PREFACE.
the general form of almoft
both the antique and Chinefe architeaure
both, columns
to the pyramidal figure : In
every compofition has a tendency
columns have diminution and bafes,
for fupport; and in both,thefe
are employed
P
each other ; fretwork fo common
fome f which beara near refemblance to
frequent in thofe ot the Chiis likewife very
in the buildings of the antients,
Chinefe Ting t is not
nefe ; the difpofition obferved in the
Monopteosa^d
the Atrium and the
that in the Peripteros of the Greeks;
nearly refemble fome ufed ,n
are forms of building that
Proftyle temple!,
P
principle with the
is upon the fame
China : as the Chinefe manner of walling
There is likewife a great
Vitruvius
Revinc\um and Empleto defcribed by
comand thofe of the Chinefe; both being
affinity between theantient utenfils
fame manner,
pofed of fimilar parts combined in the
IN

™* d^*™}

Though

I

am

not be
work of Chinefe Architeaure, let it
mfenour to the antito promote a tafte fo much

publifhing a

fufpeaed that my intention is
interefting as the
climate : but a particular fo
que*^, and fo very unfit for our
nations in the univerfe cannot be
architeaure of one of the moft extraordinary
mould by
of the arts and an architect
a matter of indifference to a true lover
of bui ding : at leaft the knowledge
no means be ignorant of fo lingular a ftile
likewife be ufeful; as he mayfom
may
o?cafions
particular
t curious, and on
be judicompofitions and at others it may
times be obliged to make Chinefe
For though, generally fpeakmg,
cious in himi do fo.
where a
extenfive parks and gardens
does not fuit European purpofes; yet in
ulaces
confining a
pa
immenfe
in
,
or
Required
great variety of fcenes are
impropriety of fimfcing fome ot
Lrous feries of apartments, I do not fee the
noVariety is always dehghtful and
SeTnferiour ones in the Chinefe tafte.
fometimes takes place
inconfiftent or difagreeable
velty, attended with nothing
an architea at
that Adrian , who was himfelf
us
informs
Hiftory
beauty.
of
the
was in the higheft efteem among
a timT when the Grecian architeaure
buildings after the manner of
RoTans, ereaed in his Villa, at Tivoli, certain
the Egyptians and of other nations.
,

W«M»

)

;

remarkable for magnitude or
buildings of the Chinefe are neither
their manner ajuftnefs in their
is a Angularity in
there
yet
materials:
of
richnefs

The

which
even beauty, in their form,
proportion, afimplicity, and fometimes
in architeaure
I look upon them as toys

recommend themto our notice.
nd as toys are fometimes, on account of

their oddity,

^

g««A

nea

»*

may Chinele
cabinets of the curious, fo
of workmanfhip, admitted into the
among compofitions ot a nobler kino.
buildings be fometimes allowed a place
cannot furnim the proper
be objeaed that the fuburbs of a fea-port
s
But when we reBed that Canton
means for deciding the tafte of a nation.
r
r
and in man refPe s
one of the moft ?onfiderable cities in Afia,
y,
ad
h
Had I been
it's weight.
of
much
lofe
will
objeaion
China, that

may

It

none

H

I

M

|

:

g ;f ^ ?

in

L

I

I

I

+ A Ting
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We,

the great ha„ of a
judgment } alio the great halls in a

^M

m

is

Mandarin,
the hall where the

room in which suefts ,e entertainecU
&c.
Pagoda or temple. See plate 2. and 3.
the
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PREFACE.
mitted to range over the whole empire, no doubt I could have fwelled
my
work with more examples : but if I may be allowed to judge from fuch imperfect things as Chinefe paintings, they would all have been in the
fame ftile
and, with regard to their general form and difpofition, nearly
refembling
thofe contained in this

work.

my

Befides,

intention being only to give an
idea of Chinefe archite&ure, not defigns of particular buildings, any farther

than they contribute to that purpofe,

were a trefpafs on the patience of the
publick to offer many examples, when a few properly chofen are fufficient.
I have even omitted the greateft part of thofe I met with in Canton, either
becaufe they were mere repetitions of the fame thing, or prefented nothing
it

remarkable.

^

Du

China,

Halde obferves
that one

is

that there

fuch a refemblance between the cities of
almoft fufficient to give an idea of all ; and the fame re-

mark may be made on

is

their buildings

:

for in all the paintings I ever few,

which were very numerous, and in all the defcriptions I ever read, I do not
remember to have met with any forms of building greatly differing from
thofe which I have reprefented.

I
To my

defigns of Chinefe buildings I have

added fbme of their furniture,
utenfils, machines, and drefles.
Thofe of the furniture were taken from
fuch models as appeared to me the moft beautiful and reafonable : fome of
them are pretty, and may be ufeful to our Cabinet-makers.

The

Chinefe

utenfils,

notwithftanding the humble purpofes to which they

are applied, deferve to be confidered.

have therefore inferted two plates
of them in this work : feveral of the thoughts are ingenious, the forms fimple
and elegant, and the ornaments natural, and judicioufly applied. They are, as
I before obferved, compofed in the fpirit of the antique ; but want that graceful turn obfervable in the works of fome of the ancient and modern Europeans ; which is owing to the Chinefe being lefs expert in the practical part of
defign than the Europeans.

An

I

my

giving more defigns of Chinefe machines
but our knowledge of mechanics in Europe fo far exceeds theirs that the lofs
is

accident hath prevented

not of

much

confequence.

Among

them

I

have inferted feveral of their

boats.

It was not

my

on any thing that did not immediately
belong to my profeflion.
However, as I had by me defigns of the Chinefe
drefles, drawn with a good deal of accuracy, I judged it would not be amifs
to publifh them, as I believe they are the exa£teft that have hitherto appeared.
Some of them are pi£fcurefque, and may be ufeful in mafquerades, and other
entertainments of that kind, as well as in grotefque paintings.

The

intention to touch

Chinefe excell in the art of laying out gardens.

in that is good,

and what

we have

for

b

Their tafte
fome time paft been aiming at in
England

I

PREFACE.
have endeavoured to be diftin<a
England though not always with fuccefs. I
hope it may be of fome fervice to our Gardeners.
in my account of it, and

The
who

Plates are engraved

by fome of

the moft eminent Englifh matters,

to
in their different branches are inferiour

fpared no expence to

make

none

in

Europe

;

and

I

have

the performance complete.

feveral of my good friends have
I cannot conclude without obferving that
this work, through a perluaendeavoured to diffuade me from publifhing
much
reputation as an Architect and I pay fo
fion that it would hurt my
certainly have defifted, had it not
deference to their opinion, that I mould
yet I cannot conceive
fentiments
been too far advanced before I knew their
give an account of what he has
whv it mould be criminal in a traveller to
more than in Italy, France, or any
feen worthy of notice in China, any
that any man lhould be fo void ot
other country ; nor do I think it poflible
ignorant in his profefhon, merely trom
reafon as to infer that an Architeft is
Chinefe buildings.
his having publifhed defigns of
:

f

OF

s> •

o

OF THE

TEMPLES
THE

OF

CHINESE.
1

THERE
peans

are at

Canton a great number of temples, by the Euro-

commonly

called Pagodas.

Many

of thefe are very fmall,
confiding only of one room ; others have a court furrounded with
porticos, at the upper end of which is a ling, where the idols are
placed; and fome few are compofed of feveral courts, eneompafled with porticos and cells for Bonzes, and having different halls for the reception of idols.
Thefe, properly fpeaking, are convents ; and fome of them have a great

number of Bonzes belonging
live

to them,

who

are

bound by

particular vows,

I
I

and

under ftri& regulations.

The

moft confiderable among thefe is the Pagoda of Ho-nang in the
fouthern fuburb, of which Plate I. 'f is a plan.
It occupies a large extent of
ground, and contains, befides the idol -temples, lodging -rooms and other
conveniences for two hundred Bonzes, with hofpitals for a great many animals, a large kitchen-garden, and a burying ground, where priefts and animals
are promifcuoufly interred, both being equally honoured with monuments and

1

infcriptions.

The

firft

thing that prefents

itfelf is

a very large court with a triple

an open veftibule A, to which you afcend by a
From this veftibule you enter into a fecond C, where are
flight of fteps B*
four Coloflal-figures of ftuceo, feated, and holding in their hands various em-

avenue of

trees, that leads to

This veftibule opens into another large court D, which is furrounded
with colonnades E, and cells for the Bonzes F: in it are placed four pavillions G, ftanding on bafements, and confifting each of two ftories.
Thefe
are the temples ; both ftories are full of idols, and in them the Bonzes per-

blems.

form

religious ceremonies.

their

At

f I do not pretend to give this as a very accurate plan
of that building exact meafures of Chinefe ftructures are
of fmall confequence to European Artifts; and it is a
matter of great difficulty to meafure any publick work
:

the four angles of the court are four

in China with accuracy, becaufe the populace are very
troublefome to ftrangers, throwing (lones, and offer other
infults.

other

Defection

rfftwSfc

the Buildings of the Chinefe.

Of

•2

which are the apartments of the fuperiour Bonzes;
and under the colonnades among the cells are four halls I, where idols
other pavillions

H,

in

are placed.

To

the right and

left

of

this large

with buildings : the one contains the kitchens
other the hofpitals beforernentioned

With

two fmall ones K, furrounded
the
;
L, and the refe&ories

court are

M

N.

regard to the elevation of the great court, I have omitted giving a

defign thereof; becaufe to be of a proper fize it would occupy at leaft three
However Plate II. will give a fufficient idea of it. The pavillions are
Plates.
of various forms : but none of them very different from the one in that Plate

fame proportion to the pavillions as
The cells of the Bonzes are of brick-work, very fmall, and without
there.
The bodies of the pavilany other light than what comes in at the door.
and the columns that furround them, as well
lions are of the fame materials
The buildings
as thofe of the colonnades, are of wood, with marble bafes.
green and
are all covered with tiles, made of a coarfe fort of porcelain painted,

and the colonnades

alfo bear nearly the

;

glazed.

fame difpofition is obferved in all temples of this kind and, if confidered abftra&edly from the three pavillions that occupy the middle of the
great court, may ferve to give an idea of the diftribution in all Chinefe
The imperial palace, thofe of the princes of the
buildings of large extent.
blood, the palaces of the Mandarins, and the Kong-Qyaen, or inns for the reception of the Literati, are all diftributed nearly in this manner, as will appear

The

by

the annexed

;

citations

being in the number and

taken from

fize

Du

H&lde*;

the principal difference

of the courts.

The

•

Although the dcfcription of the
palace in the beginning of this work may feem fufficient,
yet I fhall here add feveral other particulars, in the words
of one of the Miffionaries, who had the honour to be admitted into the Emperour's prefence, and to falute him in
P.

17.

Vol.2.

It confifts, fays he, of an aftoniftiing
his own apartment.
collection of buildings, and a long feries of courts, porticos, and gardens, which altogether form a whole truly

I

magnificent.
As the fouthern ga'e

is never opened but for the Emthat facing the Eaft, which leads
by
perour, we came in
This
into a vafl: court on the South-fide of the palace.
court is a quadrangle, whofe length is double it's breadth ;
being two hundred geometrical paces from North to South.
It is paved with large bricks, and the walks are laid with
broad flat ftones. At each end is a large oblong building,
with a double roof, ihe ground-ftory of which has three

Before we entered
entrances, like the gates of cities.
next court, we came to a canal almoft dry, running
Over this
rallel to he walls of it from Eaft to Weft.
nal we palled by one of the fix marble bridges built
1

the

pacato-

wards
facing five gates arched and open,
which fupport a large building with a double roof; the diamerer whereof is upwards of twenty geometrical paces.
At each end of the bridge leading to the middJe-gate, are
the middle,

two large columns of white marble, placed on a broad
and furrounded with a baluftrade of the fame
material 5 the columns having on their bafe two lions,

pedeftal,

each feven or eight foot high, which feem both to have
been cut out of the fame block.
Faffing northward through the gates into this fecond
court, which is in length about a hundred geometrical
paces, and fifty in breadth,

you

find

at the entrance

two

other white marble columns, adorned with dragons in
Relievo, having each two fmall wings, below a capital

Out of this you pafs into a
of the fecond, and a little
length
the
third court, twice
broader : the entrance is through five gates, like thofe already defcribed, with a building over them of the fame
Thefe gates are very thick, and covered with plates
form.
which

is fiat

and very broad.

of iron, fattened with rows of brafs nails, whofe heads arc
bigger than a man's fift. All the buildings of the palace are
placed on a Bafement of the height of a man, built of a
reddifh grey marble, ill polifhed , and adorned with
mouldings. All thefe courts are furrounded with very low
At the bottom of this
buildings, covered with yellowijh tiles.
pavilcourt there is a pretty long building, flanked with two
other
two
by
terminated
wings
two
lions, which are joined to
being double roofed, and furrounded with
pavillions like the
firft,

wings and the building at the botraifed on a plat-form of brick
tom of the court, which
(with it's parapet and little embrafures) about thirty five

galleries, as are likewife the
is

the bafe of the plat-form rifes fix foot above
In this plat-form arc
the pavement, and is of marble.
with this difference
three arched gates like the former
gilt,
fcff.
are
that the nails and iron-work
foot high

j

•,

After

Of

the Buildings

of the Chinefe,

|

The

Chinefe have not, as the antients had, certain forms of building
appropriated to facred purpofes.
The particular kind of ftru&ure which they
Ting, or

call

with

it

in

Kong,

is

ufed indifferently in

almoft every temple, in

in all buildings

all their

where magnificence

We

meet
over the gates of cities, and

forts of edifices.

palaces,

aimed

is

all

at.

have feen four forts of thefe Tings in different parts of Canton
them in temples, and the fourth in feveral gardens.
I

;

three of PjjjH?

%.

The

moft common form ufed in temples is that reprefented Plate II, which
is almoft an exa& copy from one in the Cochin-China Pagoda, in the eaftern
fuburb.
I have meafured feveral of this fort, and found fo much difference
in their proportions, that 1 believe they do not work by any certain rule; but
that every artift varies his meafures at pleafure.

In

the defign which I have given, the building

is

raifed

on a bafement

It is of
of them are) and the afcent to it is by three flights of fteps.
a fquare figure, and furrounded with a colonnade compofed of twenty columns,
that fupport a roof, terminated by a wooden rail which inclofes a gallery,
or paffage, running all round the fecond ftory.

(as

all

The

and of the fame dimenfions with the
It is finifhed with a roof of a conftru&ion peculiar to the Chinefe j the
firft.
angles of which are enriched with ornaments of fculpture reprefenting dragons.
fecond ftory

is

likewife fquare,

After we had paffed through thefe three courts, which
are remarkable for nothing but their extent, we entered
into a fourth, which is about fourfcore geometrical paces
'

fquare and exceedingly agreeable.

//

is

furrounded with

fpace by little open balls,
fomewhat higher than the porticos, to which the afcent
Through this court runs a
is by fteps of white marble.
little canal, lined with white marble, the fides of which

porticos, interrupted

from fpace

to

and
are adorned with baluftrades of the fame material
over it are four or five bridges, each of one arch, built of
•,

white marble, and enriched with mouldings and baffo reAt the bottom of the court is a large and magnificent
ball, to wbicb you mount by three flights of fteps, adorned with

lievos.

baluftrades.

The

court

is

:

about eighteen foot high, built on a bafe of Siam
marble about fix foot high ; to the top of which you
mount by three flights of fteps, that in the middle being
At the foot of the Perron,
larger than the other two.
near the principal flight of fteps juft mentioned, ftand two
large lions of bronze ; and at the top of it are placed
eight large vafes of the fame metal, each being about feven
This Perron is before a large and magnificent
foot high.

it

Vol. i. p. 1 8. The palaces of the Emperour's children,
and the other princes of the blood, are very neat within,
very large, and built at a confiderable expence
the fame
defign is obferved in them all, both as to the body of the
work and the embellifhments. Tbey confift of a ftries of
courts, adorned on the fides with buildings, and in front with
a varnifhed ball raifed on a plat -form three or four foot
high, which is faced with great blocks of hewn ftone, and
paved with large bricks, CffV.
1

:

nearly of the fame form and fize; but
is neverthelefs fomewhat more ftriking. It contains a large
Perron, or flight of fteps, having three landing places
enclofed with baluftrades : this Perron occupies near half
the length of the court, and two thirds of it's breadih
fifth

guards, and waited for fome time for the Mandarin appointed to conduct us into the apartment of the Emperour.
Him we followed through a ninth court, fomething lefs
than the former, but at leaft as fumptuous.
At the end of
it appears a large building of an oblong figure, having a
double roof covered with yellow varnifhed tiles like the preceding. This is the palace where the Emperour's apartment is, to which there leads a caufey, raifed about five
or fix foot high, inclofed with baluftres of white marble,
and paved with the fame, tiff.

is

ball, &c.
Afterwards we paffed through two other courts, very
at the end of
little different from the laft delcribed one
the fecond we were conducted through a door on the
right hand into another court about two hundred paces
long, being a kind of Hippodrome ; at the end of wbicb on
the left band we entered a great open ball, where we found
:

Vol. 2. p. 63.
The KongQuacn are fometimes large
and fometimes fmall, and fome of them are handfome
?nd commodious enough. From that of Canton, which
is one of the common fort, one may judge of the reft:
it is of a moderate fize, confift ing of two courts, and two
principal buildings, one of which, at the bottom of the
firft
court, is a Ting, or large open hall for receiving vifits ; the
other % ftanding at the end of the fecond court, is divided into

that in the middle ferving for a faloon, or anti;
chamber to the two great rooms that are on the fides, with
each a clofet behind.
This difpofition is obferved in moft of the
three parts

houfes lelonging to perfons of diftinZlion in China, &:c.
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breadth of the building, meafuring from the exteriour furface of the
columns, is equal to the whole height; and the diameter of the body, or cell,
is two thirds of the whole breadth: the height of the order is equal to two

The

thirds of the diameter

of the

and the height of the fecond ftory is two
The columns are nine diameters high; their

cell;

of the height of the firft.
bafes two ; and the beams and confoles that occupy the place of the capitals are
one, which is likewife the height of the fret-work that runs round the whole
thirds

colonnade, under the

The

firft

roof,

and forms a

fecond kind of Ting differs fo

I thought

it

needlefs to give a defign of

fort

little
it.

of

frife.

from that

The

juft defcribed, that

lower ftory

is

exa&ly the

and there is no other difference in the fecond, but that it has neither galthe roof that covers the colonnade being carried
lery nor baluftrade round it

fame

;

;

clofe to the walls.

The

third fort

is

reprefented in Plate III.

fig. 2.

The

defign is taken

from various buildings of that kind which I faw at Canton but chiefly from
The firft ftory differs very
one of the pavillions in the pagoda of Ho-nang.
but the fecond has on two fronts
little from that in the firft defcribed Ting
I have feen fome of thefe
columns that project and form covered galleries.
buildings where the colonnade was continued quite round the fecond ftory but
;

;

;

the form of thefe

The
of Plate

is

not fo agreeable as that which I have reprefented.

general proportions of this defign are very

II.

The

columns

their bafes are one diameter

in
;

little

different

from thofe

ftory are about eight diameters high
and at the top of each fhaft, except on the an-

the

firft

gular columns, are eight confoles, forming a very clumfy kind of capital, which
though by no
is a kind of ornament very frequent in Chinefe buildings,

diameter of the fecond order of columns is
about four fifths of that of the firft ; and the columns are fix and a half diaUnder the fecond roof runs an open fret, commeters high, without bafes.

means pleafing to the eye.

The

and fquares alternately difpofed : the angles of both roofs are
enriched with ornaments, reprefenting monfters and foliages and on the top
of the fecond roof are two dolphins, one at each end, and in the middle a
pofed of

circles

;

large fleuron refembling a tulip.

These
temples

;

three forms are

more

particularly in thofe

defign reprefented in Plate III.

frequently

met with than any other

of large dimenfions
fig. I. is

common;

in the fmaller

:

in their

ones the

fometimes,^ as in that defign,

and having four proje&ing columns that
form a portico, fomewhat in the manner of a proftyle temple; and at other
times entirely open in front, having only four columns to fupport the roof,
fhutting in front with folding doors,

Other forms
of Temples.

I found at

Canton fome other

figures

of temples

;

but none that appeared

worth copying, except two very fmall wooden buildings, that flood in
the courts of a pagoda in the weftern fuburb ; of which fig. I. and %. Plate IV.
are defisjns. Thefe ferved to cover two large iron veffels, in which the Chinefe
to

me

iacnnce

Of the
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paper to their idols on their feftivals.
Both were of an octagonal
figure, and each compofed of eight columns, fupporting a roof terminated
with a lantern and other ornaments, as exprefled in the defign.
Fig. I. is
facrifice gilt

fomewhat

and furrounded with fteps
it's columns are adorned with
hafes of a profile not very different from the Attic; and under the roof, between
the intercolumnations, runs a frife on which are infcriptions in large Chinefe
ehara&ers.
The lantern is an o&agon, covered with a roof fhaped like an
inverted cymatium, and finifhed with an ornament compofed of a little globe
furrounded with leaves and flowers. Fig. 6. Plate V. is the plan of this building.
raifed,

;

on a bafement, and furrounded with an entrelas of brickwork*
It's columns have no bafes, and under the firft roof runs an open
fret compofed of lozenges interwoven.
The lantern confifts of eight little
Fig. 2.

raifed

is

columns, without bafe or capital, that fupport a roof formed like a cone, and
adorned with eight dolphins, one over each column.
The building is finifhed
with a perforated ball, on the top of which is a flower.
Fig. 4. Plate V. i$
the plan of

it.

The

may

proportions of thefe temples

defigns to which I have prefixed a fcale

be gathered from the

of modules.

OF THE

TOWERS.
TH

E

-

and which the Europeans call
In fome provinces,
like wife pagodas, are very common in China.
fays Du Halde, you find them in every town, and even in the large
The moft confiderable of them all are the famous porcelain-tower
villages.
at Nang-Kingj, and that of Tong-Tchang-Fou, both of which are very
towers called by the Chinefe

Tact,

magnificent ftru&ures.

In regard to their form, the Tacts are all nearly alike being .of an octagonal figure, and confifting of feven, eight, and fometimes ten ftories, which
grow gradually lefs both in height and breadth all the way from the bottom
to the top.
Each ftory is finifhed with a kind of cornifh, that fupports a roof,
and round each ftory runs a
at the angles of which hang little brafs bells
•

;

*

The

Chinefe are very clever at thefe kinds of orna]n Plate VII. are defigns of fcveral of them : they
axe made in wooden moulds,, of well tempered clay; and
each figure, when large, is compofed of Several pieces,

ments.

-which they put together fo neatly that the joints are fcarce
•perceptible.

The porcelain- tower at
Vol. i. p. 129.
without doubt the higheft and fineft in
China. It is of an octagonal figure, each fide being fifteen
It is two hundred feet high, and divided into nine
foot.
ftories, by fimple floors within, and by cornifhes without,
which fultain little roofs covered with green tiles.

+ Du Halde
NangKing is

Vol.

1.

brated for

p.

200.

it's

Tong-Tchang-Fou

buildings

•,

is

likewife cele-

tower of eight
the outfide of which \s

efpecially

for a

without the walls;,
of porcelain, adorned with divers figures, and the inficfe
is lined with marble, of different colours, and finely polifhed.
the wall you afcend to the
By a (lair-cafe made
diile*ent ftories, and from thence to very fine galleries of
marble, adorned with gilt iron rails, which embellifli the
projections wherewith the tower is furrounded.
At the
corners of thefe galleries hang little belts, which when
moved by the wind make an agreeable tinkling.
ftories, erected

m

C

narrow

.

Of
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Thefe buildings commonly
narrow gallery, inclofed by a rail or baluftrade.
circles of iron, hanging by
terminate in a long pole, furrounded with feveral
angles ol the covering at
eight chains fixed to the top of the pole, and to the
the

laft

Fig.

ftory.

i

.

Plate

banks of the

V.

is

Ta-Ho *,

on the
copied from one of thofe towers, that ftands
Canton and Hoang-Pou. It is raifed on three

between

^

/rched
by
and confifts of feven ftories. The firft ftory is entered
in the middle ol which
doors, and contains one room of an oftagonal figure,

fteps,

is

plan fig. 2. Plate V
that leads to the fecond ftory, as expreffed in the
placed in the fame manner ; the
ftairs that lead to all the other ftories are

the

The

ftair

and compofed of a fillet
filh ; which
and large cavetto, enriched with ornaments reprefenting fcales of
The
as in thofe of the ancients.
is common in the Chinefe buildings as well
lowermoft are adorned
roofs are all turned up at the angles, and all but the
corniihes that finifh the different ftories are

all alike,

The building is finifhed with a pole, at the top ot
with foliages and bells.
by chains faxed
which is a ball, and round it nine circles of iron fufpended
I have omitted reprefenting, in the
to the angles of the uppermoft roof.
have
lead to the different ftories, becaufe it would
elevation, the ftairs

that

rendered the defign confuted,

O

r~\

F

VARIOUS OTHER FORMS OF
c

BUILDING USED IN CHINA,

I

already given an account of the three forts of Tings which I faw
The fourth, which is ufed in their gardifferent temples at Canton.

HAVE
in

dens,

is

only of twelve columns, raifed
like thofe in Plate II. and fig. a. Plate
confift

The

Thefe buildings generally
on a bafement, and fupporting a roof

reprefented in Plate VI.

fig.

2.

III.

of a
from which I copied my defign, flood in the middle
model in preference to
a garden at Canton; and I chofe it for a

building,

fmall lake, in

any other, on account of

it's

Angularity.

^comon a pretty high bafement, furrounded. with a rail, and
of Palladio's for
pofed of twelve columns, whofe bafes are very like a profile
Thefe columns fupport the roof, on which is placed a lanthe Thufcan bafe.
taken from the finifhing
tern, finifhed with an ornament of which the hint is
beams of the
on the Taa. The heads of all the columns are pierced by the

It

is

•

Id

raifed

eft,

Great Rirer, which

is

the

name given

to the river that runs by Canton.

roofs,

Of the
roofs,

Buildings of the Chinefe.

the extremities of which are adorned with

little

7

mafcarons and

In

bells.

the intercolumnations under the great roof reigns a friez, ornamented with fretwork.
For the proportions of the feveral parts fee the defign, and for the
plan fig. 5. Plate V.

In the fame Plate with the laft mentioned defign is another, copied from
one I met with in a garden at Canton.
It's plan fig. 3. Plate V. is the fame
as that of the Monopteros temple
but the elevation is different. It is com;

pofed of ten columns, that fupport a roof and lantern, covered in the form of
a cone, and finifhed with a ball.
The other particulars may be feen in the
delign, where they are accurately delineated*

In Plate VIL

is

the defign of a bridge, the only one I

taking notice of; though from the accounts

country

%

exceedingly magnificent.

Canton, and was

work, and the

all built

piers,

of wood

we have

faw

in

China, worth

there are fome in that

flood in the garden of a merchant at
excepting the parapet, which was of brickIt

;

which were of

ftone covered with ftucco, and fcratched

into irregular figures, as exprefled in the defign.

This

is

a

common manner

of ornamenting among the Chinefe.

The

Pay-Leou, or triumphal arches, are very common in China
at
Canton there are many of them but I faw none that were fine. In Plate XI.
is a defign of one of them, which was the moft tolerable I met with.
:

;

OF THE
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THE

houfes of the Chinefe are

diftributed in

one and the fame

would be impertinent, and even dangerous, to be lingular in this refpe£t.
Le Comte mentions a Mandarin, who, having
a houfe more lofty and ftately than the reft, was accufed before the
manner.

built

all

It

The ftone- bridges are moft
% Du Haide Vol. i. p. 31.
of them built, like ours, on large piers capable of breaking the force of the ftream, having arches fufficiently
wide and high for the largeft barks to pafs through.
They are very numerous in China, and theEmperour fpares
no expence, when the benefit of the publick requires them
There is fcarce a more beautiful bridge to
to be built
be feen than that of Fou-Tcheou-Fou, capital of the proThe river, which is half a league broad,
vince of Fo-Kien
is fometimes divided into fmall arms, and fometimes inAll thefe are united by
terfperfed with little iflands
bridges which join the iflands, and make together eight
The prinftades, or lis, and feventy fix Chinefe fathom.
cipal bridge alone has above a hundred arches, built of
:

white ftone, and adorned with a baluftrade, csV.

But that which furpaffes all the reft is the bridge of
SuenTcbeou Fou, built over an arm of the fea, which otherwife muft be croffed in a bark, often not without danger.
It is 7.520 Chinefe feet long and 20 broad, fupporced by
252 huge piers, 126 on each fide, all the ftones,as well thofe
that crofs from one pier to the other breadth- ways, as
thofe which bear on and join them, are of the fame length,
thicknefs and colour, which is greyifh.
It is not eafy to comprehend where they could find fo
many large pieces of rock, or how they could contrive to
cut and place ftones of fuch enormeous weight, on pillars
high enough for large veffels to pafs underneath.
The
bridge is likewife fet off with ornaments made of the fame
In fhort, the moft remarkable things to be
fort of ftone.
feen elfewhere, however efteemed in the country, are nothing comparable to this.

D

Emperour,

I
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Emperour, and fearing the confequence, pulled

it

down while

the affair was

under confideration.

In

the Chinefe houfes

courts and paflages.
Plate VIII.

Gg. I.

half of the ground

more than one

At Canton

is

taken up with

on
them

the houfes of the merchants are all built

the river fide, narrow, and very long.

The fame

difpofition

is

obferved in

Sbnon

a broad paflage A, running from the ftreet to the
river occupies the middle; and on the fides are the apartments, eachconfifting
of a large room B for the reception of vifitants, a fmall bed-room C, and
Every apartment has before it a court E; at
fometimes a clofet or ftudy D,
the farther end of which is generally a pond, or ciftern of water, with an
artificial rock placed therein, on which grow fome bambou-trees*, andfhrubs

thrown

of

all

n
piat c

vin.

feix

d
3

ilto

perfpc&ive.

on the ground

:

different forts;

floor

the whole forming a

little

landfcape pretty

enough: the

flocked with gold-fifh, fome of which are fo tame, that they
will come to the furface of the water, and feed out of one's hand. The fides
of the courts are fometimes adorned with flower-pots, ^nd fometimes with
In the middle
flowering fhrubs, or vines, and bambous, that form arbours.

ciftern,

or pond,

is

generally placed, on a pedeftal, a large porcelain vafe, in which grow thofe
and in thefe little courts they frequently
;
beautiful flowers called Lien-Hoa

is

J

keep pheafants, Bantam fowls, and other curious
Plate

%

large

room or

faloon

B

is

commonly from

eighteen to twenty four

and about twenty broad. The fide towards the court juft described
keep
is entirely open; having only a cane-mat, which lets down occafionally to
out rain or fun-fhine. It is paved with flags of ftone or marble, of different colours: the fide-walls are matted about three or four foot upwards from the pavefoot deep,

X.

Plate
iig. 2.

Plate

%

The

Vm.

I-

birds.

I.

X.

ment; the reft being neatly covered, either with white, crimfon, or gilt paper:
and inftead of pi&ures they hang on them long pieces of fatin or paper,
ftretched on frames, and painted in imitation of marble, or bambou, on which
are written, in azure characters, moral fentences and proverbs, extracted from
Sometimes too they have pieces of plain
the works of their philofophers t
white paper, with large chara&ers pencilled in Indian ink by fome celebrated
The bottom or further end of the room is
hand, which they efteem vaftly.
entirely compofed of folding doors, the upper part of which are of latticework, covered with painted gaufe, which admits light into the bed-room.

*

A

fort

at Rome to be tranflated, and received the fol*
lowing interpretations in Italian of four of them » the reft
could not be interpreted, two of them being Tartarian,
and the copies I fent of the other two fo incorrectly written
that they were unintelligible.

paganda

of hollow cane.

f Thefe flowers grow naturally in lakes and marfhy
grounds
in the province of Kiang-Si, fays Du Halde,
The Chinefe efteem them much,
they are very common.
and cultivate them with great care 9 by which means they
:

beautiful.
The flower, which is not unlike
moots up above the furface of the water a yard
or more fome of them are red and white, others violet,
and fome yellow and white : the leaves are very large,
fmooth, and fhaped like a heart: they, as well as the
flowers, are fattened to the root by very long ftalks : fome
of them float on the furface of the water, and others rife

become very
a.

tulip,

:

above

it.

The

fmell of the flower

is

pleafant.

I brought feveral of thefe inferiptions with me from
In
China, but neglected to get them explained.
Profent
to
the
which
eight
them,
I
of
Plate XVIII. are

a.
-

3-

Otto Mille Anni d'eta, per far la Primavera.
Noventa Mille Anni, per far una legha intera,
Fumo di The produce una nube, che pur
diletta.

Piccola Goccia, venticello ful pino fa tremar
frondi d'una Canetta.

I
CI

1*

Tartarean.
Chinefe.

Thefe

:
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Thefe doors are neatly made of wood have feveral characters and figures on
them, and are fometimes richly varnifhed, in red, blue, yellow, and other
;

colours.

Sometimes

in the

are placed feveral

middle of

end of the room, over a table on which
ornaments, they hang a very large fheet of thick pa-

little

this

per, covered with antique Chinefe paintings, inclofed in pannels

of different

Thefe they hold in great veneration, imagining that thofe who painted them were infpired.
The Chinefe connoifleurs pretend to know the different hands, and pay confiderable prices for fuch as are allowed to be originals.
I havefeen many of thefe paintings j they are commonly drawn with Indian ink
on white paper, and reprefent either landfcapes, or figures.
They are generally touched with fpirit, but too incorrect and flight to deferve much notice.
Some landfcapes, however, I have feen, the fites of which were admirably
imagined, though they were very deficient in other refpe&s.

figures.

The

moveables {of the faloon confift of chairs, ftools, and tables; made
fometimes of rofe-wood, ebony, or laquered work, and fometimes of bambou
only,

which

wood, the

is

cheap, and neverthelefs very neat.

of the

When

Plate

F,s

the moveables are of

of marble, or porcelain j which, tho'
hard to fit on, are far from being unpleafant, in a climate where the fummer
heats are exceflive. In the corners of the room are ftands, four or five feet high,
on which they fet plates of citrons, and other fragrant fruits, or branches of
feats

ftools are often

coral in vafes of porcelain,

and glafs-globes containing gold-fifh, together
with a certain weed fomewhat refembling fennel.
On fuch tables as are intended for ornament only, they alfo place little landfcapes, compofed of rocks,
lhrubs, and a kind of lilly that grows among pebbles covered with water
fometimes too they have artificial landfcapes, made of ivory, chryftal, amber,
pearls, and various ftones.
I have feen of thefe that coft a thoufand tael§;
but they are at beft mere baubles, and miferable imitations of nature. Befides thefe landfcapes,

and

little veffels

they adorn

their tables

with feveral vafes of porcelain,

of copper, which are held in great efteem.

of fimple and pleafing forms * :
thoufand years ago, by fome of their

rally

many

Thefe are genethe Chinefe fay they were made two
celebrated artifts j and fuch as are real

buy

an extravagant price,
giving fometimes no lefs than three hundred pounds fterling for one of them.
They keep them in little pafte-board boxes, never expofing 'them to view, but
on particular occafions and none but the owner is fuffered to touch them, who

antiques (for there are

counterfeits) they

at

;

from time to time brufhes off the

duft,

with pencils made for that purpofe.

But

amongft the principal ornaments of thefe rooms are the lanterns; of
which there are generally four fufpended from the cieling by filken cords.

t

In Plates XIII and

XIV

veral tables, chairs, and ftands

X,

I
•,

Above 300 guineas.
* See the two figures at the bottom of Plate
the middle one at the top of Plate XV.

have given defigns of feand in Fig. I and 2, Plate

§

are various defigns of ftools.

E

XVI, and

They

*

x.
**

*

Of
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a very thin

filk,

neatly painted with flowers, birds, and

being fquare, o&agonal, aud of a great variety of other forms,
fome of them very pretty.
landscapes

Plate VIII.
i.

;

The bed-room

Cis divided from the faloon only by a partition of folding doors,

as I obferved before, which,

when

the weather

is

hot, are in the night

thrown

open to admit the air.
It is very fmall, and contains no other furniture than
the bed, and fome varnilhed chefts, in which they keep their apparel.
The
beds are fometimes very magnificent; the bedfteads made much like ours in
Europe, of rofe-wood carved, or laquered work; the curtains are of taffeta, or of
gaufe; fometimes flowered with gold, and commonly either blue or purple.
About the top a flip of white fatin, a foot in breadth, runs all round; on
which are painted, in pannels of different figures, flower-pieces, landfcapes,
and converfation-pieces, interfperfed with moral fentences and fables, written in
Indian ink and vermillion.

A

passage on the fide of the bed-room leads to the ftudy D, which is always clofed on every fide with walls, and lighted with windows. The walls
are hung with moral fentences, as in the faloon, and antique paintings
the
;

moveables
filled

confift

of elbow-chairs, couches, and tables

:

there are feveral fhelves

with books, and on a table, near the window, are placed in great order

and other implements for writing, the inftruments which the Chinefe
arithmetical computations, and fome choice books*

pencils,

yfe in

Besides thefe apartments, the ground-floor contains the dining-hall F, the
kitchen G, the couli's or fervant's room H, the bath I, and the neceflaryhoufeK the offices or compting-houfes L, and towards the ftreet the fhops M.
;

Canton; and
the houfes of other perfons differ only as they are forced to vary the general
plan by the figure of the ground which they have to build on: but all have
their apartments, courts, and other conveniencies, in the manner already de-

In

this

manner are

diftributed all the merchant's houfes at

fcribed.

Plate

Vin.

fig. 2.

The

Leou, or upper ftory, confifts of feveral large halls O, that occupy
the whole breadth of the houfe, and cover the apartments on the ground-floor.
In eveThefe are occafionally converted into lodging-rooms fof ftrangers P.
ry houfe they have a provifion of wooden leaves, or Aiders, two or three feet
broad, and ten or twelve long, which, when rooms are wanted, they faften
to the floor and cieling, and in a few hours form any number of apartments.
Some of thefe Aiders are open from the top to within four feet of the flooring,
and, inftead of glafs, the open part is filled with very thin oyfter-fhells, fufficiently tranfparent to

are

made

is

light.

All the windows in Chinefe buildings

thereof.

In one of
houfe,

admit the

thefe large halls, ufually in that neareft to the gate

the portrait and altar

Q^of

the houfhold

idol,

fo placed as

of the
to be
feen

T**r

1

Of the
feen

by

thofe

apartments

R

ihopkeepers

The

that

Buildings of the Chinefe.

enter.

for the family

The
;

of the fecond ftory

reft

1

is'diftributed into

and over the fhops are lodging-rooms for the

S.

of the Chinefe houfes, towards the ftreet, are either entirely
plain, or employed as fhops : for they never have any other opening than the
door to the ftreet
before which they hang a mat, or place a fcreen N, to «•* viu.
F
*'
prevent paffengers from looking in. At Canton the merchants houfes, towards s
the river, look airy, and pretty enough
in Plate XI, Fig. I, I have given a
defign of one of them.
fronts

;

'

'

:

The

materials they build with are

fometimes dried

wood and

brick

j

the latter being

and fometimes burnt.
The walls of their
houfes are generally about eighteen inches thick.
Their bricks are about the
lize of ours, and their manner of walling is this
On the foundation they
lay three or four ranges of brick, entirely folid
after which they difpofe
their bricks on the two faces of the wall, frontways and lengthways alternately,
in the fun only,

:

;

in fuch

manner that the front ones meet and occupy the whole breadth

between thofe that are difpofed lengthways, there remains a void fpace
middle of the wall.
On this firft range they lay a fecond, difpofing

but

;

in the
all

the

bricks lengthways, and obferving to cover the joints of the front bricks in the

range with a whole brick in the fecond
and fo they proceed alternately
from the bottom to the top. By this means the expence both of labour and
materials is confiderably diminiihed, and the weight of the wall much leffened.

firft

;

The

and femi-cylindrical tiles, the latter being
placed over the joints of the former, and fupportedinthe manner reprefen ted Plate
Like the Goths, they always leave the timber work of the roof exXII.
pofed within fide, and often make both it, and the columns that fupport it, of
fometimes enriching them with ornaments of inlaid ivory,
precious woods
brafs, and mother of pearl.
roofs are covered with

flat

;

OF THE

DIFFERENT KINDS OF COLUMNS
USED BY THE CHINESE.

COLUMNS

are, at leaft, as frequent in the buildings

as in thofe of Eurppe.

They

of the Chinefe

and are commonly of wood, with (lone or marble bafes. They have no capitals $
but inftead thereof the upper part of the lhaft is pierced by the beams, and
generally furrounded with feveral

Their height

is

ferve to fupport the roof,

little

c^nfoles that help to fupport them.

from eight to twelve diameters

F

;

they are diminiihed gradually

from

:;
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and the bottom of the lhaft finifhes in a quarter-round,
a particularity which is likewife to be met with in fbme of
turned inwards
the defigns lately publifhed by Capt. Norden of the antiquities of Egypt. The
bafes are of a number of different profiles, none of them very beautiful ; but
the moft regular I faw were the fix of which I have given defigns in plate XII.

from bottom

to top,
:

Fig. i is taken from the colonnades thatfurround the great cortile, in the
Cochin-China Pagoda at Canton.
The height of the column is about nine
diameters, and the height of the bafe is one. This profile is very common there.
Fig. 2
Plate

II,

taken from one of the temples in the fame Pagoda reprefented
which was the only place where I met with columns of this fort
is

they are likewife about nine diameters high, and the bafe

is

two

diameters.

Fig. 3 is taken from the colonnade of the great cortile of the Pagoda
of Ho-nang.
The height of the column is nine diameters, and of the bafe
one diameter.
The ends of the beams are adorned with heads of monfters,
terminating in foliages ; and the confoles that fupport them

of mafcarons, cut

in alto relievo

iflue

from the mouths

on the columns.

copied from a fmall Pagoda in the eaftern fuburb of Canton.
The columns are eight and a half diameters high, and the bafe about three
quarters of a diameter,
The ends of the beams have dragon's heads on them

Fig.

and

all

4

is

the timbers of the roof are inriched with ornaments of inlaid brafs, ebo-

ny, ivory, and mother of pearl, reprefenting monfters and foliages.

Fig. 5 is to be feen in almoft all the Chinefe houfes, being from eight to
the height of it's bafe is from
twelve diameters high, and fometimes more
one half to two thirds of a diameter; and the profile of it is like one of Pal*
:

ladio's

Tufcan

bafes.

Fig. 6 is found in almoft all the Pagodas, with fome little variation. The
model from which I copied my defign is in a fmall Pagoda in the ftreet where
The columns are o6lagon, of ftone, and eight
the European fa&ories ftand.
diameters of the circumfcribed circle in height, they have no diminution. The
bafes are the moft regular of any that I faw in China, and bear a great refemblance to the Attic bafe of the ancients ; their height is twice one fide of the
column.

The particular

divifions

of

all thefe profiles

are

marked on the

fide

of each

defign.

The

meters of the columns
Englifh

IV, and VI, are of modules or diaand thofe to Plates V, VII, VIII, and XI, are of

fcales affixed to Plates II,
;

III,

feet.

I
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augment the number of the plates, by giving
they would exhibit nothing worth notice.
The

needlefs to

it

fe&ions of each defign,

as

of the temples in Plates II and III are intirely plain having no other
ornaments than the idols : and the buildings in Plates IV, VI, and VII, have
no cielings; the timbers that fupport the roofs being expofed, and framed on
the fame principles with thofe in Plate XII.
The tower, Plate V, is likewife

infides

quite

;

plain within.

OF SEVERAL

AND

CHINESE MACHINES
PLATE
work

XVII

reprefents

fome Chinefe

boats,

They

of feveral perfbns.

at the defire

DRESSES.

which

I

inferted

in

this

are indeed copied from a

Chinefe painting;

but as the reprefentations are exa£t, and the plate a
fupernumerary one, twenty only having been promifed in the propofals, I pre-

fume no complaints

In

will be

made on

that head.

XVIII are defigns of fome of

Plate

their

machines.

petual bellows, of an ingenious and very fimple contrivance.

Fig.

i

is

a per-

compofed
of a box A, two foot long, about one broad, and one high : in it is a moveable board B, which is exa&ly fitted to the box, and, by means of the
handle C, carried from one extremity to the other of the grooves D, D, in
At each end of the box is an opening E, E, againft the inwhich it is fixed.
fide of which hangs a leathern flap, or valve, for admitting frefh air; and in the
front, near each extremity, is another opening F, F, fitted in the fame manner,
through which the air pafles into the refervoir G, from whence it iffues in a
conftant ftream by the pipe H: for the board B being conftantly moved backwards and forwards along the grooves D, D, the air is admitted without ceafing
at one or other of the openings E, E, and forced in the fame manner, by one
or other of the openings F, F, into the refervoir G.
It is

Fig. 2 reprefents an hydraulic machine, with which the Chinefe peafants
raife water to cover their rice-grounds.
It's conftru&ion may eafily be underftood by the defign : it is put in motion by a man's treading on the
trufles

A.

Fig. 3
it

is

a machine for winnowing grain

5

the advantage of wJiich

feparates the beft and heavieft from that which

The

grain

is

put

in at

A, over which

afford a conftant fupply

B

the bag

is

is

that

of an inferior quality.
fixed in fuch a manner as to
is

an opening, clofed with a fhutter D,
which by means of the wedge C is raifed or let down at pleafure
through
and the wheel E, being in motion, by the wind
this opening the grain falls
which it occafions drives the chaff out at F the beft grain, by reafon of it's
:

at

there

is

:

;

;

G

weight

Of the
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weight, falling at G, while that of an inferior quality, being lighter,

is

carried

toH.
In

Plates

the Chinefe.

XIX, XX, and XXI,

are reprefented the different Drefles of

Some of them were defigned from

the

life

others were copied

;

from the paintings of Siou Sing Sating, a celebrated Chinefe matter, whom,
when I was at Canton, I employed to paint on glafs all the Chinefe drefles^
and two or three of thofe in Plate XX were, to complete the collection, copied
a liberty
from fome well executed models that I met with here in London
which, I hope, will be excufed, as I know them to be exa£fc reprefentations.
:

Plate XIX.

Fig-

r.

A Co-Lao,

2.

The Emperour

3.

4.
5.

6.

Plate XX.

Fig.

1.

2.

3.

4.
£.

6.

Plate XXL

Fig.

1

or minifter of

ftate.

in his robes.

An Eunuch of the
A Chinefe Nun.

imperial palace.

A Bonze in his robes
A country woman.

of ceremony.

A fervant maid.
A military Mandarin.
A lady of quality.
A mendicant Bonze.
A peafant.
A lady of diftin&ion.
and

2.

Drefs of the Chinefe that live in boats on the
water.

3.

Winter-drefs of the merchants, and other perfons of note.

4.

Summer-drefs of the fame.

£.

A Mandarin of the law.

OF THE

ART OF LAYING OUT GARDENS
AMONG THE CHINESE.

THE

gardens which I faw in China were very fmall; neverthelefs from
them, and what could -be gathered from Lepqua, a celebrated Chinefe
painter, with whom I had feveral conventions on the fubje& of gar-

dening, I think

I

have acquired

fufficient

knowledge of

their notions

on

this

head.

Nature

Of the
Nature
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Gardens of

their pattern,

ful irregularities.

Their

and

firft

their

aim

the Chinefe.
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to imitate her in all her beauti-

confederation

is the form of the ground, wheHoping, hilly, or mountainous, extenfive, or of
fmall compafs,
ot a dry or marfliy nature, abounding
with rivers and fprings, or liable to a
lcarcity of water
to
all which circumftances they attend
;
with great care,
chuling fuch difpodtions as humour the ground,
can be executed with the
leaft expence, hide it's defeas, and
fet it's advantages in the moft confpkuous

ther

be

it

flat,

As

the Chinefe are not fond of walking, we
feldom meet with avenues
or Ipacious walks, as in our European plantations :
the whole ground is -laid
out in a variety of fcenes, and you are led, by
winding paflages cut in' the
groves, to the different points of view, each of
which is marked by a
feat

fome other

building, or

a

object.

The

perfeftion of their gardens confifts in the number,
beauty, and di^
verfity of thefe fcenes.
The Chinefe gardeners, like the
collect

bine in

European painters,
from nature the moft pleafing objects, which they endeavour
to comfuch a manner, as not only to appear to the belt
advantage feparately,

but hkewife to unite in forming an elegant

Their

and

ftriking whole.

artifts diftinguilh

three different fpecies of fcenes, to which they
give the appellations of pleafing, horrid, and
enchanted.
Their enchanted
fcenes anfwer, in a great meafure, to what we call
romantic, and in thefe they
make ufe of feveral artifices to excite furprize. Sometimes they
make a rapid
ltream, or torrent, pafs under ground, the turbulent
noife of which ftrikes the ear
of the new-comer, who is at a lofs to know from whence
it proceeds :
at
other times they difpofe the rocks, buildings, and
other objects that form the
competition, in fuch a manner as that the wind palling through
the different
mterftiees and cavities,

common
trees,

founds.

made

They

in

them

for that purpofe, caufes ftrange

and un-

introduce Into thefe fcenes

all kinds of extraordinary
and flowers, form artificial and complicated ecchoes, and let
loofe
forts of monftrous birds and animals.

plants,

different

In

of horror, they introduce impending rocks, dark caverns,
and impetuous catarafts rufhing down the mountains from all
fides; the trees
are ill-formed, and feemingly torn to pieces by the violence
of tempefts; fome
are thrown down, and intercept thecourfe of the torrents,
appearing as if they had
been brought down by the fury of the waters; others look
as if mattered and
blafted by the force of lightning
the buildings are fome in ruins, others halfconfumed by fire, and fomemiferable huts difperfedin the mountains
ferve, at once
to indicate the exiftence and wretchednefs of the inhabitants.
Thefe fcenes
their fcenes

;

are

generally

fucceeded

by

pleafing ones.

The

Chinefe

artifts,

knowing how

powerfully contraft operates on the mind, conftantly pra&ife
fudden tranfitions, and a ftriking oppofition of forms; colours, and fhades.
Thus they conduct you from limited profpe£b to extenfive views ; from objeas
of horrour

H

to

l!

Of
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to fcenes of delight

;

the

Gardens of

from lakes and

rivers to plains, hills,

and gloomy colours they oppofe fuch
fimple ones;

diftributing,

by a

as are brilliant,

and woods; to dark

and to complicated forms

judicious arrangement, the different maffes

and ihade, in fuch a manner as to render the compofition
it's parts, and ftriking in the whole.

light
in

«

the Chinefe.

at

of

once diftin&

and a multiplicity of fcenes are to be introduced, they generally adapt each to one fingle point of view but where it is limited, and affords no room for variety, they endeavour to remedy this defeat,
by difpofing the obje&s fo, that being viewed from different points, they produce different reprefentations ; and fometimes, by an artful difpofition, fuch as

Where

the ground

is

extenfive,

:

have no refemblance to each other.

In

their large gardens they contrive different fcenes for

and evening

;

morning, noon,

erecting, at the proper points of view, buildings adapted to the

recreations of each particular time of the

day

and

:

in their fmall

ones (where,

one arrangement produces many reprefentations) they difpofe in the fame manner, at the feveral points of view, buildings, which, from
their ufe, point out the time of day for enjoying the fcene in it's perfection.
as has been obferved,

exceeding hot, they employ a great deal of waIn the fmall ones, if the fituation admits, they frequentter in their gardens.
ly lay almoft the whole ground under water; leaving only fome iflands and

As

rocks

the climate of China

:

and

is

in their large ones they introduce

extenfive lakes, rivers, and ca-

of their lakes and rivers are variegated in imitation of nature; being fometimes bare and gravelly, fometimes covered with woods quite
In fome places flat, and adorned with flowers and fhrubs
to the water's edge.
in others fteep, rocky, and forming caverns, into which part of the waters
nals.

The banks

Sometimes you

difcharge themfelves with noife and violence.

fee

meadows

or rice-grounds that run out into the lakes, leaving between
them paffages for veffels; and fometimes groves, into which enter, in different
their banks being
parts, creeks and rivulets, fufficiently deep to admit boats
planted with trees, whofe fpreading branches, in fome places, form arbours, under

covered with

cattle,

;

which the boats pafs. Thefe generally conduft to fome very interefting obje&; fuch as a magnificent building, places on the top of a mountain cut into
terraffes

;

a cafine fituated in the midft of a lake

a variety of apartments ; an

artificial

rock; and

;

a cafcade; a grotto cut into

many

other fuch inventions.

Their rivers are feldom ftreight, but ferpentine, and broken into many irtimes
regular points ; fometimes they are narrow, noify, and rapid, at other
Both in their rivers and lakes are feen reeds, with
deep, broad, and flow.
they
other aquatic plants and flowers; particularly the Lyen Hoa^ of which
are very fond.

They

frequently

ere&

and other hydraulic machines,
they have alfo a great number of

mills,

the motions of which enliven the fcene :
In their lakes they interfperfe iflands
veffels of different forms and fizes.
barren, and furrounded with rocks and fhoals ; others enriched

fome of them

with
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with every thing that art and nature can furnifh moft perfect.
They likewife
form artificial rocks
and in compofitions of this kind the Chinefe furpafs all
;

The making them

other nations.

a diftin& profeflion

and there are at
Canton, and probably in moft other cities of China, numbers of artificers conftantly employed in this bufinefs.
The ftone they are made of comes from
the fouthern coafts of China.
It is of a bluilh caft, and worn into irregular
forms by the a&ion of the waves.
The Chinefe are exceeding nice in the
choice of this ftone

bigger than a man's
ly colour.

But

fift,

when

I

thefe fele& pieces they ufe in landfcapes for their apartments

employ a

in gardens they

it

;

have feen feveral Tael given for a bit no
happened to be of a beautiful form and live-

infomuch that

;

is

:

which they join with a bluilh cement,
and form rocks of a confiderable fize.
I have feen forrie of thefe exquifitely
fine, and fuch as difcovered an uncommon elegance of tafte in the contriver.
When they are large they make in them caves and grottos, with openings,
through which you difcover diftant profpe&s,
They cover them, in different
places, with trees, fhrubs, briars, and mofs
placing on their tops little temples, or other buildings, to which you afcend by rugged and irregular fteps cut
coarfer fort,

;

in the rock.

When

there

hefe never fail to

is

a

fufficient

form cafcades

fupply of water, and proper ground, the Chiin their gardens.

They

avoid

all

regularity in

thefe works, obferving nature according to her operations in that

mountainous
The waters bur ft out from among the caverns, and windings of the
country.
rocks.
In fome places a large and impetuous catara& appears
in others are
feen many lefler falls.
Sometimes the view of the cafcade is intercepted by
trees, whofe leaves and branches only leave room to difcover the waters, in
fome places, as they fall down the fides of the mountain. They frequently throw
rough wooden bridges from one rock to another, over the fteepeft part of the
cataract ; and often intercept it's paflage by trees and heaps of ftones, that
feem to have been brought down by the violence of the torrent.
;

In

they vary the forms and colours of their trees ; mixing fuch as have large and fpreading branches, with thofe of pyramidal figures,
and dark greens, with brighter, interfperfing among them fuch as produce flowtheir plantations

of which they have fome that flourifh a great part of the year.
The
Weeping- willow is one of their favourite trees, and always among thofe that
border their lakes and rivers, being fo planted as to have it's branches hanging
ers

;

over the water.

They

likewife introduce

trunks of decayed trees,

fome-

times ere&, and at other times lying on the ground, being very nice about
their forms,

and the colour of the bark and mofs on them.

Various
lead
are,

employ to furprize.
you through dark caverns and gloomy paflages, at the
are the artifices they

on a fudden, ftruck with the view of a
I

Sometimes they
iflue of which you

delicious landfcape, enriched with

every

8
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every thing that luxuriant nature affords moft beautiful.
At other times you
are conduced through avenues and walks, that gradually diminifh and grow
rugged, till the paifage is at length entirely intercepted, and rendered imprac-

by

ticable,

bullies,

briars,

profpe£fc opens to view, fo

Another

of their

and ftones

much

the

artifices is to

or other intermediate obje&s.
tator to take a nearer view
;

when unexpectedly a rich and extenfive
more pleafing as it was lefs looked for.

:

hide fome part of a compofition

by

trees,

This naturally excites the curiofity of the fpecwhen he is furprifed by fome unexpe&ed fcene,
oppofite to the thing he looked for.
The ter-

or fome reprefentatiqn totally
mination of their lakes they always hide, leaving room for the imagination to
work j and the fame rule they obfervQ in other compofitions, wherever it can
be put in practice.

Though

the Chinefe are not well verfed in opticks, yet experience has

taught them that objects appear lefs in fize, aud grow dim in colour, in proportion as they are more removed from the eye of the fpe&ator.
Thefe discoveries have given rife to an artifice, which they fometimes put in pra&ice.
It is the forming profpe&s in perfpe&ive, by introducing buildings, veflels,

and other obje&s, kflened according as they are more diftant from the point
of view; and that the deception may be ftill more finking, they give a
greyifh tinge to the diftant parts of the compofition, and plant in the remoter parts of thefe fcenes trees of a fainter colour, and fmaller growth, than
thofe that appear in the front or fore-ground

what

in

reality

is

trifling

j

by

thefe

means rendering

and limited, great and confiderable

in appear*

ance.

The

do not abfolutely reje& them. They fometimes make avenues, when they have any interefting obje&
Chinefe generally avoid ftreight lines

to expofe to view.

Roads they always make

;

yet they

ftreight; unlefs the unevennefs of

the ground, or other impediments, afford at leaft a pretext for doing other-

Where the ground
make a ferpentine road

wife.

is

entirely level, they look

upon

it

as

an abfurdity

muft either be made by art,
or worn by the conftant paflage of travellers; in either of which cafes it is
not natural to fuppofe men would chufe a crooked line when they might go by
a ftreight one,
to

What
with
ver

;

fill

we

call

:

for

they fay that

it

clumps, the the Chinefe gardeners are not unacquainted

but they ufe them fomewhat more fparingly than we do.
They nea whole piece of ground with clumps
they confider a plantation as
:

do a pi£hire, and groupe their trees in the fame manner as thefe dp
figures, having their principal and fubfervient mafles.

painters
their

This

Of
This

is

the

Gardens of

the fubftance of what

I learnt

the Chinefe.
during

my
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ftay in China, partly

from my own obfervation, but chiefly from the leflbns of Lepqua and from
what has been faid it may be inferred, that the art of laying out grounds, after the Chinefe manner, is exceedingly difficult, and not to be
attained by
perfons of narrow intelle&s.
For though the precepts are fimple and obvious, yet the putting them in execution requires genius, judgment, and experience
a ftrong imagination, and a thorough knowledge of the human mind.
This method being fixed to no certain rule, but liable to as many variations,
as there are different arrangements in the works of the creation.
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